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Conference Reflection

For such a time as
thisd was a
theme at the second
bienni al
Leadership Institute
Conference held in
Milwaukee on April 4-6,
2008.

Dr. Mary Hilgendorf
reminded us of Esther and
her remarkable story. It
was not a coincidence that
Esther became queen and
was in a position of
influence when her people
needed rescue. Her uncle
and guardian, Mordecai,
sent her this message:
fWho knows but that you
have come to this royal
position for such a time
as this. 0 Esther

It was also no
coincidence that we
attended and patrticipated
in the WLI conference.
God planned this
opportunity especially for
each one of us so that we
would be equipped and
energized to use our gifts
to walk into the new
opportunities for service
that God has planned.

God has a plan for
each of our lives. He has
given us the exact set of
gifts and abilities that we
need in order to fulfill that

plan. He also uses each

r @venpandhexperierce in

our lives to further equip

Wo mbsiogerve Him at some

point in the future.

One of the advantages
of aging is having the
chance to gain perspective
on the previous

experienced wefidsvuec hh aad

both good and painfuld
and to see how those
experiences have come
together into a later
mission or ministry that
opens up to us.

Every Christian has a
unique storyd a story of a
convoluted and sometimes
confusing pathway that we
followed to get where we
arge today. 4l embrace
those stories as adventure
stories.

My life has been an
adventure in Christian
growth and service. So
many persons of influence
have crossed my pathd
parents, teachers, college
professors, friends,
roommates and my
wonderful husband and
son. Each one of them
molded and shaped me.

|l 6ve had so
opportunities to lead and
serve in a variety of ways.
There have been plenty of

obstacles and a goodly
share of failures. But each
of those gave me a chance
to grow in faith and
dependence on the Lord.
Where has God placed
you? What people and
experiences has He
provided to bring you to
ti me
Embrace today as your
time to venture into serving
the Lord and His people in
new ways. Go forth boldly
as you share the love of
Jesus.

Lois L. Giordano, M.A.
Associate Director
Womenos

Lois.Giordano@cuw.edu
(414587-8423)
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Womenos L

i Women ar ¢
very lifeblood of the
church. Their
leadership gifts in
every aspect of the
work of the church
are needed today
more than ever

before. o

Rev. Dr. Paul L. Maier speaks
to approximately 150 women
and men at the second nationg
WLI conference, held on
April 4-6, 2008 in Milwaukee.

eadership I nstitute

, ¢ he TheRev.Dr. DavidV. Koch Keynote Speaker
for Encouraging Christian

Rev. Dr. Paul L. Maier

AV omen are the very lifebloodof f or the subsequent hi

the church. Their leadership gifts in leadership in Christi
every aspect of the work of the continued. Despite the examples of
church are needed today more than ~ Women like Huldah, Deborah, Mary,

ever before, o t h e BlrRngliga, Payg, Helena and dozgns
Maier emphasized in his two keynote ~ Of others, Maier noted that

addresses at the conference . "Christianity has had a checkered
Speaking first on'eG@epyharitromes toinvolving
Leaders in the New Testament and women in the life of
the Early Church, o"R&isé€m, WAoo tihd sande s
Vice President of the LCMS and church is also set in society, a society
professor of Ancient History at that did not even give women a right to
Western Michigan University, vote in America until
reviewed the fwhole cavalScabdeee nosa long r
women | eaderso whoagldnpititiedgihmy hisgmecon
the pages of the Old and New Women Can Use Their Leadership
l Testaments. Gi fts in t he LCMS, 0 b
iPrecedents set bRe®GN i Madee Negay fAwom
Testament and the first centuries of and hold any office in the church

the church are enormously important €Xcept that of the or

Dr. Marlys
Taege Moberg
introduces

Dr. Paul Maier
to the
conference
attendees.

Marilyn Walz,

WLI Advisory

Board member,

and Ruth Berg,

WL | womenos
ministries

liaison, greet
conference

attendees.

Rev. Gerald and Terry Kieschnick (center)
visit with former LWML presidents, Linda
Reiser (left) and Gloria Edwards (right).

Conference participants listen Conference meals gave

intently
presentation.
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to Dr. Mai er 6s participants time for debriefing

and networking.



Womends Leadership Institute

Edwards, Reiser, and Lippert
Lead Plenary Sessions

they try to be the whole body of Christ

Plenary speakers included Gloria they are denying others the opportunity
Edwards, a member of the LCMS Board ofjy, ieir part of the body.

Directors; Linda Reiser, a member of the Describing AProgr
LCMS Board for'Mlssmn Services, a_nd Work, o Rejser .stre
Karen Lippert, Dir egbifihgwitprayfPelén hénhs in

Ministry at Divine Redeemer, Hartland, advance. Then determine the goal, purp

Wisconsin. Edwards of Portolo Valley, 44 gutcome of each event or activity af
California, and Reiser of Grand Island, Akeep it in front

Nebraska, are former LWML presidents.  pqr an event to succeed, it must be well

Di scussing fiHow t opyficfedawelPpfafin¥d@Have meaning,

Leader, 0 Edwards e mgh@sibketdsoclety.¢6 @ mpoT
tance of good communication. Leaders, she programs need to change as the

said, must provide a prophetic voice and  opnortunities for mission change, Reise
demonstrate the courage toinspireandthegs o nt i nued. @AWe nee
ability to compromise. In Scripture, God f v unchurched and

tells people, Al loyerypyy dod&d iRy Ee|l

Servant leaders must be encouragersandp v g gr ams t hat f ai l
Aitell people you bedph@ygnli n td&m0so

I'n her talk on ALigviighdr obi fleg Wi tohs Piapy
and Purpose, o0 Lippegdnpnyrdgdt €edsd we® Mg
to discover the specific role God planned mj nded groupso r at
for her in the body of Christ (Eph. 2:10). groups. 0

AKnowi ng your purposBesiSe%fﬁ@p%naF?%o%r@ésé%,g a

n
motivation to your (|okdrefioe BartiSighfts afefdedithree §fd

that too many women, especiallythose of ni ne Ahow tood wor Kk

previous generati ongpidetsdsmakind'a&Peech, wikifigt
anything to offer. fjeRDd, rekruithsBléntters, dedlin
depriving God of your gifts? Sometimes  \yith conflict, and for the ovestressed

we have false humility; we are proudof | s 3 der , Aihow to t a
how humbl e we ar e. Oyorkshop left women buzzing with ideas

Di scovering women O réaflyltodd badk arfti tatkle the
helps them to prioritize their involvements. challenges of influencing and enriching

I:ippert gave participapts practice; in say_ingthe lives of others in their homes,
ANNNPODOO, 0 remindi ngngréghti®nd, ahdRénmunitids.
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Karen Lippert
Purpose

Pam Moksnes,
member of the IS5 | Pl
WLI Advisory 14
Board, checks
out some of the
conference
displays

Mary (Cash) Hilgendorf and Katherine (Hussmann)
Klemp, author of th@ewsittersmet for the first
time. They grew up in the same parsonage as
daughters of pastors who served in Chester, lllinois.

Dr. Lois Mueller,
Professor of

Health and Human
Performance at
Concordia University
Wisconsin, leads the
conference attendees
in humorous fitness
breaks.
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